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1. INTRODUCTION  

The EU is in the process of developing its new EU financing framework and arrangement that will 

provide financing guidance, which will cover the implementation of all of its International 

Cooperation interventions in countries that are eligible to receive funds from the EU. This new 

financing framework and arrangement and cooperation instrument, the Neighborhood, 

Development, and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) will cover the financing period 

2021 to 2017 of (EDF) all EU external development interventions. It will replace the former 

European Development Fund. This financing arrangement and instrument will be an integrated 

budget framework for EU funded development interventions. 

Accordingly, the NDICI will have a geographic focus and will have the financial means of the EU 

Cooperation that will guide future EU Cooperation for the next years. Therefore, the EU delegates 

in partner countries are to discuss with development actors and partners their priorities and 

programs to be included in the EU cooperation agreement for the period 2021 to 2017. It offers 

the opportunity for local authorities and local governments associations to participate in the 

programming process of the EU.  

 

This compendium is a complement to the analytical report and attempts to present concise 

summaries of some early and recent Liberian Government National Development policy and 

strategy documents. These include but are not limited to the following documents, the 

Constitution of Liberia, the National Decentralization Policy, the Local Government Law, the Pro 

Poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development and as well the Poverty Reduction Strategy paper, 

the Agenda for Transformation( AfT) and European Union Cooperation Agreement with Liberia 

amongst others.  These documents provide background information and facilitate preparatory 

activities for the national seminar that will bring together members and stakeholders for the 

national seminar. 

 

2. CONTEXT OF THE STUDY 

  This study of the local government institutions in Liberia is an assessment of the degree of 
preparedness of local governments in Liberia in as far as decentralization impulses impact 
support to the realization of implementing the new EU financing arrangement in Liberia. On the 
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other hand, it will identify and suggest support possibilities for enhancing needed strategic inputs 
to the realization of establishing and supporting territorial and or spatial development in local 
areas in Liberia; thus, establishing local areas as the focus and direction of development 
assistance from the EU. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

This study is in two parts, namely, preparation of a compendium of literature that supports the 
study’s rationale and secondly, an analytical report that will attempt to respond to three key 
questions posed.   

The methodology used for this study include a literature review and desk study of various 

national government policy and development strategy documents, the Pro Poor Agenda, the 

Agenda for Transformation, the local government law, reports and other forms of documents 

such as the decentralization plan and policy documents relevant to the issues of the study are 

reviewed. Additionally, the EU National Indicative Program (NIP) prepared for Liberia was also 

covered. The literature review takes an historical approach. The study is seminal and constrained. 

Hence, it did not allow for primary information gathering through data collection and analysis 

and interviews. Rather impromptu discussions with relevant former and current officials of both 

central and local governments who may have knowledge of the history, structure and 

organization, statutory roles, functions and responsibilities and organization relative to local 

government in Liberia were held.   

 

4.   NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES AND STRATEGIES 

4.1 Earlier National Development Policies  

Liberia’s trajectories and experiences towards the building of an inclusive society and nation has 

a long, unique and dishonest eventful history. Liberia was not colonized like most other African 

Countries. This may explain the raison d’etre for its stunted and slow pace of local government 

development and progress despite its long years of existence.  Moreover, Liberia’s population is 

sparse and unevenly distributed with a low man to land ratio. With a history of local government 

since the establishment of Monrovia and other local governments in Liberia in 1847, it lags 

behind recently established local governments in other African countries. Indeed, as early as 

1847 Liberia exhibited features of decentralization the first process in decentralization. The 

governance apparatus is deconcentrated. The concepts of top down – bottom up and 
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Centralization versus decentralization were not established. In fact, the term “development” and 

the concept itself had not yet been propounded. It was after the Second World War and the 

aftermath of the colonial period that “development” became a matter of urgency for the western 

powers.  

Notwithstanding these realities and the fact that Liberia has local Government structures, it is 

important to review some of the national development policies and strategies. Development 

policy formulation in Liberia actually started in 1944. 

 Operation Production Policy 

In the predominantly rural agriculture sector the establishment of the Firestone Rubber 

Plantation was the genesis of government’s response to economic development of the country. 

This altered the spatial landscape of Liberia. Large, medium and small rubber farmers punctuated 

the landscape and influenced the exogenous character of the Liberian economy significantly. This 

led to the agriculture policy, Operation Production of the government. For a number of years 

Liberia was the largest producer of rubber. Thus bringing the population into the monetized 

economy.  

 The Open Door Policy 

The Open Door Policy of 1945 on the other hand opened the country to foreign investments. 

Major benefactors of his policy were the iron ore mining companies that provided employment 

opportunities for the population.  

In sum, both of these earlier policy pronouncements were intended to increase rural political 

participation and put people in the main stream of the economy.  See (Robert Clower et al, 

Growth without development: an economic survey of Liberia, Evanston, 111, Northwestern 

University Press 1966).  

 The National Unification Policy 

The National Unification Policy (NUP) was a nation building policy intended to develop a national 

consciousness that Liberians are one people. Promulgated in 1944, it extended voting rights to 

all persons (men and women) of Liberia and ended segregation in Liberia. However, Liberia has a 

crisis of identity. The day is a national holiday and appropriate programs are held throughout the 

country, yearly. 
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 Rural and Urban Development 

A renewed emphasis and impetus was given to urban and local government issues when in 1971 

the Ministry of Local Government and Urban Reconstruction was established. The name of this 

Ministry has been changed to the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) after the military coup in 

1980. There were a number of policy pronouncements on improving the governance of the 

country. According to the key objectives of the Second National Development Plan, the policies 

of economic diversification and integrated rural development were the corner stones of the plan. 

The strategies included amongst others, the self-reliance and self-help and total involvement 

with the strategic objectives to produce more food and for local communities and consumption, 

undertake development interventions through raising local revenue on a self-help basis and 

participatory initiatives. Government provided matching funds to complement the local funds.  

Moreover, in the government’s determination to promote the rapid development of rural areas, 

the Local government administrative structure was reconfigured.  They were orientated to 

assuming the increased development roles and responsibilities of local areas. In the executive, 

the positions of Assistant Superintendent for development and later project planners were and 

established.   

4.2 Recent and Current National Sectoral Development Policies  

4.2.1 Liberia’s Medium Term Growth and Development Strategy (Liberia Rising 2030) 

In the process of developing Liberia’s Medium Term Economic Growth Strategy, the plan 

formulation process involved intense intra sectoral consultations and cross-sectoral 

coordination. These efforts were in the vein to ensure that the process benefited from synergies 

and complementarities between and among the themes of the strategy.  

As a follow up to the Lift Liberia, Poverty Reduction Strategy which elevated Liberia from post 

conflict to emergency reconstruction thereby positioning Liberia for future growth. The Agenda 

for Transformation (AfT) supports the Paris Declaration, the Accra Action Plan and the New Deal 

for engagement in fragile states. Liberia is signatory to the three documents. 

The objectives of the strategy has five key pillars, namely   

 Peace, justice, security and the rule of law 
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 Economic transformation 

 Human Development 

 Governance and Public Institutions 

 Cross cutting Issues 

 

4.2.2 Education Sector Policy (2011) 

The Ministry of Education (MoE) Policy pronouncements for Liberia’s inclusive education sector 

plan (2018), the sector intends to  

 increase access and active participation,  

 develop a cadre of teachers,  

 free, non-violent education and protection of students, and  

 improve the quality of education and promote sustainability.  

 

The provision and delivery of education exists throughout the length and breathe of the entire 

country. Towards this end the government’s efforts to improve this sector are encouraging; 

notwithstanding, there remains huge challenges in the sector. It is note-worthy to mention that 

this sector features most prominently in the decentralization process in Liberia. It is highly de-

concentrated. There are chief education officers assigned for each major area of governance, the 

county. While there are some features of delegation exhibited, there is need to take further 

actions in this regard such as delegating to these chief education officers the responsibilities and 

resources to take and make decisions that affect the sector in local areas.  

 

4.2.3 Health sector Policy. (2011-2021) 

The objectives of the Ministry of Health (MoH) sector plan (2011 to 2021 are to  

 ensure that Liberians have access to health facilities, 

  that health resources should be allocated to ensure that under serviced communities 

benefit and  

 that trained health workers are distributed throughout the country.  
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The Government intends to deliver improved standards of living for the population. Accordingly, 

this intention relates to goal (17) United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 

(Agenda 2030), which seek to build a global community that is healthy, equitable and inclusive.  

The promotion of economic growth, social development and as well protecting the 

environmental throughout the world is indeed the surest way to a just and fair world. 

The health sector is deconcentrated like the education ministry which indicates that there is 

movement towards decentralization.  The health policy recognizes that implementing health 

intervention policies and preventive ad curative activities are best be undertaken at the local 

government level. The delivery of curative and preventive health interventions happen in local 

areas. 

 

4.2.4 Gender Policy (2012-2020) 

 The Ministry of Gender and Social Protection of Government will strive to among others 

 eradicate and eliminate all gender related problems through providing support and 

participation in the development and decision making processes and peace building 

initiatives.  

 develop capacities and improve access and promote the integration of sub-national 

regional and international instruments that support equality and women’s 

empowerment in the national laws, legislation process, political and administrative 

systems. 

 Achieving gender equality for women, men and children, vulnerable and other persons with 

specific needs is considered responding the basic human needs and rights of the person 

regardless of status. These rights and needs are fundamental to the existence and wellbeing of a 

person. Indeed, respecting the human rights of a person means upholding and adhering to the 

provisions of the constitution as well as international conventions. There are representatives of 

the gender ministry assigned in each major local area of the county. 

4.2.5 Liberia’s Industrial Policy  

Liberia’s Agenda for Transformation takes a long-term perspective for developing this sector and 

others with the objective of attaining a middle-income status for Liberia, 2030. This drive will 



10 
 

provide employment possibilities for the population. The establishment of an industrial financing 

organization and providing greater incentives will ensure the competitiveness of this sector. (See 

Agenda for Transformation) 

The industrial policy of the government seeks to: 

 promote greater participation of women 

 restructure state owned enterprises 

 ensure greater entrepreneurship of Liberians in this sector 

 establish a national industrial development and financing organization 

 assess future industrial needs; and 

 provide greater incentives   

4.2.6. Liberia’s agriculture and food security policy 

Liberia’s agriculture sector is fragile. The sector requires abundant resources and needed inputs 

for its improved contributions to national development. Yet, it is the leading sector providing 

employment for majority of the rural population. This sector is key to national economic growth 

and development. The productivity of the agriculture sector also has direct impact on the 

achievement of at least four of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

The agriculture policies will be implemented in the local areas. Accordingly, the policies are: 

 Increase access to food through broad base partnerships 

 Promote income generating activities in key supply chains  including the development of 

safety nets in order to protect the welfare of the vulnerable individuals and households 

 Increase support the diversification of the agriculture sector. 

4.2.7. Liberia’s Environment Policy  

The government, through its Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognizes the increasing 

threats posed by global warming and deteriorating and degrading environmental conditions. In 

this connection, the government has develop policies and strategies for both the environment 

and climate change. In the case of the environment, the strategy will help guide a national 

response that will address the changes in the environment due to climatic factors. It will also 

provide guidance on integrating climate change issues into national development planning 

processes at the national and local levels. 
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Liberia is experiencing the adverse effects of climate change due to factors such as shifting 

cultivation, unsustainable logging practices, coastal beach sand mining, high biomass 

consumption for charcoal and firewood production and reduction in the flow of rivers due to high 

temperatures. 

Polices for the environment sector are: 

 Maintain ecosystems and ecological processes essential for the functioning of the 
biosphere; 

 Ensure sound management of the natural resources and the environment 
 Adequately protect human, flora, fauna, their biological communities and habitats against 

harmful impacts and preserve biological diversity; 
 Integrate environmental considerations in sector and socio-economic planning at all 

levels; throughout the nation; and 
 Seek common solutions to environmental problems at regional and international levels. 

The policies for climate change will 

 Seek to enable better coordination of climate change matters in Liberia 
 Provide cooperation and collaboration opportunities between government and 

stakeholders and enhance ongoing efforts related to the National Action Plan (NAP) and 
the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC). 

 

 

 

4.2.8 Liberia Employment Policy, 

The youth population of Liberia is very high and so is the dependency ratio. This means that the 

entry rate into the workforce is very high and rapid. Consequently, the job market cannot keep 

pace with the increasing numbers of the labor force. This poses severe development challenges 

for the national government to provide decent jobs. The government has recognized the 

destabilizing impacts and effects that unemployment and under-employment pose to national 

stability, security, economic growth and development, and has shown commitment to its 

obligation under law to provide decent jobs for the workforce.  

In this connection, the Ministry of Labor (MOL) has developed an employment policy 

based on the basic understanding of the labor market. However, it notes that detailed data and 
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information on the labor market is still very weak in the country Therefore policy provides an 

integrated framework that is congruent with a number of other key national development 

policies, strategies and plans. The goal is for the government to provide decent employment 

opportunities for its workforce. Against this background, the employment policy intends to: 

 Enhance peace and security 

 Revitalize the national economy 

 Strengthen governance and the rule of law 

 Rehabilitate infrastructure and basic services delivery 

The World Bank (WB) in 2017 estimated the unemployment rate to be reach 2.8 percent of the 

workforce by 2020. 

4.2.9 Liberia Urban Policy (Diagnostic Study) 

The former Land Commission now Land Authority held the first National Urban Conference in 
2010. This conference set the pace that led to the development of a process for a national urban 
policy. The Conference brought together all mayors, county Superintendents and Township 
Commissioners. It resolved amongst other resolutions that the Country should develop a 
National Urban Policy. With assistance from UN-Habitat, the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
embarked on the process to prepare the urban policy. A feasibility study was completed and 
subsequently in 2017 a diagnostic study was completed.  

This is problematic, because if indeed a feasibility study was completed, the feasibility study 
should have identified that a local government law was being drafted and has been enacted. This 
is a very unfortunate situation for Liberia because policy precedes law and policy informs law. 

The National Urban Policy will to respond to the complex urban challenges and conditions in the 
country. They require considerable understanding of the socio-economic, physical and natural 
aspects of the country. Moreover, the NUP will assess and understand the demographic trends 
and patterns, legislative and administrative frameworks and as well vital urban problems such as 
the rationalization of the urban hierarchy that need to be addressed.  

4.2.9 National Decentralization Policy 

4.2.9.1 A Historical Perspective 

The settlers introduced the decentralized governance structures in Liberia that they brought 
along with them from America. Consequently, a component of decentralization, de-
concentration has been an administrative feature in Liberia since its founding in 1847. Earlier 
constitutions and the current 1986 Constitution of Liberia provide for Liberia as a unitary state. 
The country is divided into counties, districts/chiefdoms, statutory districts, administrative 
districts, towns/townships, clans and quarters. A Superintendent administers a county and 
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statutory district. A district commissioner and a paramount chief administer a district/chiefdom. 
A town chief administers a town and a township commissioner administers a township. The clan 
chief and quarter chief administer a clan and quarter respectively. It must also be mentioned that 
there are other spatial arrangements such as statutory districts headed by a superintendent 
amongst others. Ministry of Internal Affairs, Political divisions of Liberia, 1974). It follows 
that Liberia has a dual administrative structure. 

On the other hand, central government is deconcentrated.  Ministries and agencies of the 
government have representatives in all of the counties that are responsible to perform some 
functions of central ministries and agencies of government. Admittedly, de-concentration of 
central functions in Liberia is mixed. Some ministries are fully de-concentrated while others are 
not. For example, the ministries of health and education are fully deconcentrated. 

4.2.9.2 Liberia Decentralization Policy (2017) 

The decentralization policy of the government has attempted to offer a more rational approach 
to governing the country. Previous governments at the Executive level have embraced 
decentralization as a vehicle to bring the governance of the country closer to the people but no 
concerted actions were taken until lately. The national decentralization policy is a movement 
forward and is the first instrument towards an attempt to this realization. Thus far, the document 
exists but there has been very little or no efforts to operationalizing it. The decentralization policy 
has a limited coverage, focusing mainly on administrative and fiscal decentralization. A revision 
of the Constitution of Liberia by a referendum is required for it to take effect. There are calls and 
plans to have a referendum. Notwithstanding, the policy intends to: 

 Establish the legal, regulatory and administrative framework for decentralization 
 Enhance basic services delivery and accountable governance of local government officials 
 Strengthen central government ministries and agencies to adequately respond to 

decentralization impulses and challenges 
 Promote awareness of the symbiotic responsibilities involved in decentralization and 

promote citizens participation in decision-making. 

The policy provides that all existing political and administrative institutions that exist in the 
counties  shall be revised, restructured and harmonized to implement a responsible and 
responsive system of governance and public administration; and to ensure accountable, sound 
and lawful management of local resources to provide efficient and sustainable delivery of, and 
access to public goods and services.  
The Local Government provides the legal basis for the policy. 
 

In Liberia, the prevailing administrative structures may pose a future challenge for 
decentralization. Each county is comprised of a dominant tribal or ethnic group.  Both 
demographic and spatial configurations are unevenly distributed. It is emphasized that 
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decentralization if not properly managed can promote divisive tendencies and instability. (See 
Rondinelli et. al, Decentralization in Developing Countries, World Bank 1983).       

4.2.10 The Constitution of Liberia 1986 

Liberia has had previous constitution since 1847. It was revised by a national referendum in 1984 
but became effective in 1986. There are pending suggestions prepared by the Constitutional 
Review Commission for its review since 2016, which, hopefully, will consider both the 
decentralization policy and the local government act. Article 1 of the 1986 constitution provides 
for a unitary state for Liberia. This means Liberia has a central government. 

A call for a national referendum is ongoing but no confirmed date has been set.  

4.2.11 The local Government Act (2017)  

The local government act of 2017 repealed previous legislations pertaining to local government. 
When fully implemented the law will call for a significant roll back of central government 
functions at the local levels of government. The law has prepared comprehensive sets of 
functional distribution of tasks for the local governments as well as administrative structures. 
Public participation is one of the cardinal principles of the law. Local governments will become 
the drivers of national development. In other words, national development will henceforth be a 
plan that reflects the development aspirations of the populations located in the various parts of 
the country. Notably it maintains the dual administrative structure of the government by 
providing a national council of chiefs.  

Because the transfer of resources is critical to the realization of the objectives of the law, Chapter 
5 of the law details in a comprehensive way the revenue typologies and sources of revenues that 
will be available to local governments. 

The objectives of the Local Government Act are: 

 To give effect to the national Decentralization policy and local governance 
 Ensure democratic participation and political administration and control of decision 

making by the citizens 
 Create and establish democratic political, administrative and fiscal structures in local 

governance 
 Ensure that sources of revenue in support of local government administrations and 

operations.   

The lack of a formal administrative structure showing lines of a structured hierarchy of roles and 
responsibilities and flows is apparently a featured weakness of the law. The lack of a formal 
organogram opens the law to varied interpretations. 

5.0   LIBERIA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES   
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In early 1973 the national conference of mayors was established. The first meeting took placed 
in Buchanan City. Initially, the meetings were rotational. The venue was established based on the 
mayor that was elected President. Due to the rapid turnover of mayors, the conference lost its 
momentum. It became idle. After years of inactivity, it resumed functioning under a national 
habitat committee formed after the World Urban Forum (WUF) 2 held in Istanbul, June 1996. Sub 
national habitat committees under the aegis of the Ministry of Internal Affairs were to be 
established did not materialize. This body has been dysfunctional until its revival under the Cities 
Alliance Country Programme. It is now reactivated under the caption Association of Mayors and 
Local Government Authorities (AMLOGAL).  

The Association of Mayors & Local Government Authorities (AMLOGAL) was formed in 
November, 2016 at a call meeting of the Mayors’ Council held in the Conference Room of the 
Ministry of Internal affairs (MIA). The decision to change form the Council to an Association was 
predicated upon the report of Hon. Rebecca T. Benson, Mayor of Tubmanburg and President of 
the Council from the 3rd United Nations Conference of Housing and Sustainable Urbanization 
(Habitat III) held October 2016 in Quito, Ecuador. There the New Urban Agenda was adopted to 
serve as global framework for the implementation of the sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
by cities of the world. The Association is formed as a non-governmental, non-political and not-
for-profit entity for membership into the United Cities & Local Governments-Africa (UCLG-A) 
based in Rabat, Morocco.  
 
AMLOGAL has a strategic plan with a road map for implementation. Resources for implementing 
the plan will be sought from the Government of Liberia budget or from external sources. Indeed, 
obtaining resources from government will be a great milestone that will provide recognition by 
Government of the Association.  

The challenges the association will face prominently are whether it should become an integral 
component of the government administrative apparatus or become a civil society organization 
that will interface with the central government on behalf of the citizens. 

6.0 Liberia-EU Cooperation 

6.1 National Indicative Program 

The European Union and the Government of the Republic of Liberia have long standing trade 
and development cooperation partnership. Trade with the EU has declined. In recent years’ 
exports from Liberia decreased. Other factors such the years of war, Ebola virus and an erosion 
of the resources available to the government’s budget are causes. 

The Liberian Government and the EU have met and determined the general orientations for 
cooperation for the period 2014-2020. These orientations which are included in the National 
Indicative Programme, concern the European Union Development Cooperation for Liberia. They 
were drawn up in accordance with the provisions of Articles 2 and 4 of the African Caribbean 
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and Pacific countries and the European Community (ACP-EC) Partnership Agreement, signed in 
Cottoned on 23 June 2000. This Agreement revised and signed in Luxemburg on 25 June 2005 
and revised and signed in Ouagadougou on 22 June 2010. 

Accordingly, the indicative programmable financial resources from European Union envisages 
for Liberia for the period 2014-2020, was an amount of € 279 million. This allocation is referred 
to in Article 3.2 (a) of Annex IV of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement (A-allocation). A B-
allocation referred to in Article 3.2 established was to cover unforeseen needs. This allocation 
was at EUR 0 until a need arose. The allocations were not entitlements and could be revised by 
the Commission, following the mid-term and end-of-term reviews. This is in accordance with 
Article 5.7 of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement. 

The A-allocation is destined to cover macroeconomic support, sectoral policies, programs and 
projects. The National Indicative Programme concerns the resources of the A-allocation. It also 
takes into consideration financing from which Liberia could benefit under other European Union 
resources. It does not pre-empt financing decisions by the Commission. 

The B-allocation covered unforeseen needs such as humanitarian, emergency and post 
emergency assistance, where such support could not be financed from the EU budget, 
contributions to internationally agreed debt relief initiatives and support to mitigate exogenous 
shocks. The B-allocation therefore did not constitute a part of the programming. 

“Pending the entry into force of the Internal Agreement between the Representatives 
of the Governments of the Member States of the European Union, meeting with the 
Council on the financing of European Union Aid under the multiannual financial 
framework for the period 2014 to 2020, financing decisions for projects and 
programmes can be taken by the Commission at the request of the Government of the 
Republic of Liberia within the limits of the A- and B-allocations referred to in this 
document under the condition that sufficient financial resources are available in the 
transitional measures ("Bridging Facility') composed of uncommitted balances from the 
previous EDFs and from funds recommitted from projects or programmes under those 
EDFs. The respective projects and programmes shall be implemented according to the 
rules and procedures of the 10th EDF until the entry into force of the ll h EDF 
implementing rules and financial regulation.” 

The European Investment Bank may contribute to the implementation of the present National 
Indicative Programme by operations financed from the Investment Facility and/or from its own 
resources, in accordance with Articles 2c and 3 of the 1 I th EDF multi-annual financial framework 
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for the period 2014-2020. The National Indicative Programme for Liberia will run its circle this 
year.  

In accordance with Article 5 of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement, the National Indicative 

Programme as well as the A-and B-allocations can be revised following the mid-term review and 

the end-of-term review or ad hoc reviews.  

The current NIP distributed EU assistance to Liberia  as follows 

Focal Sector 1:  Good Governance EUR 107 million     38.0 % 

Focal Sector 2: Energy EUR 100 million     36.0% 

Focal Sector 3: Education EUR 32 million      11.0% 

Focal Sector 4: Agriculture EUR 30 million      10.0% 

Cross cutting measures in favor of civil 

society 

EUR 4 million       1.4% 

Support Measures EUR 6 million       2.1% 

 

The good governance sector will support improvement of the public sector management in 
terms of financial management, as well as revenue generation, and corruption. Additionally, it 
will address basic services delivery and on the consolidation of peace and security, democracy 
and the rule of law. 

The energy focal sector aims the access to sustainable and affordable electricity for the general 
population and for productive activities. 

The education sector will support improvement of quality, equity and accessibility of the basic 
education and of the Technical Vocational Education and Training (TVET). The AfT considered 
education as a key priority for economic growth and transformation. It also considered it from 
a rights-based perspective as part of the process of social inclusion and nation building. 

 Agriculture is the largest source of employment and a source of food production for Liberia. 
The EU assistance will contribute to increasing agricultural productivity and add value in a 
sustainable manner from environmental, economic and social perspectives. Increase 
production will improve access to domestic and international markets.  

7.0 State of Decentralization in Liberia in perspective 

7.1 Decentralization policies 

Liberia’s experience with decentralization is much older than the concept itself. 
Decentralization is a concept that is opposed to centralization and relies on the participation of 
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people to operationalize it. Government must take the utmost care not to make it look like 
centralization at another lower local level with the entrapments of centralization.  That is 
decentralize only to centralize will be a disaster. Subsidiarity is major input to decentralization 
because it gives decentralization its true meaning. 

Decentralization plays a turntable function in the development space of a country. It performs 
this very important role by translating national policies into local area realities while at the same 
time ensuring that local development impulses are submitted to the government for its action.  
In this way the two-way street- the bottom up and the top down are metamorphosed in the 
development process. 

Decentralization is a state of affairs and has three major components. The first is de-
concentration, which implies that central functions should be dispersed to local areas. The next 
is delegation. This means that central institutions must transfer resources to the de-
concentrated units and begin to detach and giving orders from the center. Lastly is devolution 
wherein local areas will elect local officials and that local areas have resources to stand on its 
own.  

Just implementing one component is not decentralization. It is having implemented the full 
processes of de-concentration, delegation and devolution, then one can speak of 
decentralization. Each state needs policies and plan of action to get there. Liberia has a long 
way to get there. The holding of the referendum is Liberia’s starting point.      

8.0 CONCLUSION 

Suffice it to conclude that the review of the documents indicate that to give national 

development its real definition and purpose, local areas are the surest ways. All spatial 

configurations or land areas have all economic sectors present in one form or another and as well 

not present. Development must therefore mean the overall revelation of the development 

potentials and weaknesses of all local areas. Therefore, national development is achieved in the 

various parts of the country and not by aggregate national aggregate statistics that blurs the 

reality. Just as the national population is an assemblage of population figures obtained from the 

various parts of the country, this is also true of the other sectors of local areas. National sector 

plans are good but need to made better by their dis-aggregation into the local area plans for 

national development. Local areas are and must be the origins and destinations of national 

development interventions. Local areas and their development aspirations must not be seeing 

through the lens of only decentralization but the needed resources for improving the livelihoods 

of the local population should be provided.   On the other hand, local areas should also endeavor 
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to raise funds on a self-help basis and take responsibility for their own development. Regrettably, 

very little and slow progress is being made.    
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